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   PDA-CA CANDIDATE  

  QUESTIONNAIRE for the  

SAN FRANCISCO NOV. 2020  

   SUPERVISORIAL RACE 

Date of the Election: November 3, 2020 

  
NAME OF CANDIDATE:   Aaron Peskin 

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS:      470 Columbus Ave #211, San Francisco, CA, 94133 

PHONE CONTACT:             (415) 235-7703 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:             aaron.peskin@earthlink.net 

CAMPAIGN MANAGER:    Daniel Anderson 

PHONE: (415) 261-8648        FAX:   N/A 
  
  

PDA-CA is a  non-profit state political action committee formed in 2018 by grassroots progressives, 
active in Progressive Democrats of America (PDA) in California. The primary objective of PDA-CA is to 
identify highly progressive Democratic Candidates within the state for statewide offices including, but not 
limited to: Governor, State Assembly, State Senate, and for offices at the county and municipal levels. 
Candidates may be invited to apply for the Endorsement of PDA-CA. If that occurs, the candidate may 
enjoy grassroots help from the activists within PDA-CA to include walking precincts, phone banking and 
other activities to assist the candidate in winning election to the office  sought. 

We ask that the candidate observe the format of this questionnaire and have it back to the requestor in 
PDF format by the time designated in the cover letter, in order to be eligible for endorsement. 

  
  
NOTICE: YOUR RESPONSES TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE WILL BE PUBLISHED ON THE PDA-CA 
WEBSITE AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC VIEWING AND USE. 

  
  

  
HOUSING 



  
The eviction moratorium is set to end August 31st.  Landlords will be able to 
begin evictions on November 1st. What is your plan and how will it be 
implemented on keeping tenants from being evicted and potentially becoming 
homeless?  
  
This is a horrifying reality that the City is still trying to wrap its mind around. I 
actually called Assm. Chiu when he was trying to push AB 1436 through the state 
legislature to understand what San Francisco could do to help. That bill was killed 
and “compromise” bill AB 3088 was subsequently rushed through at the last 
minute before even San Francisco’s state legislative delegation - much less the 
Board of Supervisors - had an opportunity to understand its preemptive effect on 
San Francisco’s moratorium, which we now understand to be serious for renters 
unable to pay rent, particularly to the extent it invalidates the Mayor’s August 25 
extension of the residential eviction moratorium. Every day my staff and I are 
working with the City Attorney’s Office and in close partnership with Supervisor 
Preston to ensure that our moratorium to promulgate additional legislation to 
ensure that the relief we provide to San Francisco tenants is maximized, and to 
promulgate advice through the City’s various departments to ensure that both 
tenants and landlords are equipped with the most accurate advice relative to 
preventing and prohibiting the eviction of tenants. To the extent this is a state law 
matter, we will return in the new year with demands for improved legislation. 
  
HOMELESSNESS 
  
1. What is your plan to stop homeless sweeps? 
 
I support Mental Health SF, and I support non-law enforcement responses to 
people experiencing homelessness. I have advocated rigorously with my 
progressive colleagues to ensure that people experiencing homelessness have 
access to shelter in non-congregate settings, and I will continue to advocate for 
accessible pipelines to permanent supportive housing and other pipelines out of 
homelessness. In the next few months, we will open the first Transitional Aged 



Youth (“TAY”) Navigation Center in District 3, which I spent the bulk of my first 
term in office advocating for. I do not support homeless sweeps and will continue 
to push in every angle to identify more humane approaches to help people out of 
homelessness. 
  
2. What is your plan for working with homelessness organizations to make 
sure all are housed and isolated during the COVID-19 pandemic? 
 
Homelessness is the result of our housing crisis and mental health crisis. We must 
address the affordable housing crisis in San Francisco by increasing the number of 
affordable housing units, something I have fought for since my first day back in 
office. We also know that the best way to prevent homelessness in the first place is 
to keep people housed, and we must strengthen our tenant protection laws. As I set 
forth in my prior response, I have joined my colleagues in aggressively advocating 
to move people experiencing homelessness into hotels and other non-congregate 
living environments. Most recently, I successfully pushed for state Homekey funds 
to be allocated to the purchase of 237 permanent supportive housing beds at 1000 
Sutter St., and within a few months’ time, we should be opening the first TAY 
Navigation Center in the city in my District. 

3. What is your plan for gaining more permanent housing and how will it be 
implemented? 
I was a co-sponsor of San Francisco’s original inclusionary housing law with then 
Supervisor Mark Leno in 2001.  I have taken the former Embarcadero Freeway 
parcels and turned each and every one into affordable housing. I’ve busted out 
moves to increase the percentage of inclusionary housing including going to the 
ballot in 2016 to get rid of some developer sponsored nonsense that froze 
inclusionary housing rates.  I unlocked bond money to purchase affordable housing 
from the ancient seismic safety bond.  I was the earliest author in modern times of 
ADU legislation in San Francisco. That legislation has finally come to fruition and 
continues to be refined and advanced and implemented.  I have presided over the 
rezoning of over 25% of the City for increased density for affordable housing.  I 
have helped build thousands and thousands of units during my 20 years on and off 



in office.   I have supported and passed affordable housing bonds.  I have resisted 
YIMBY moves on behalf of the development community to increase gentrification 
and ultra-luxury housing. I just secured funding for 237 units of permanent 
supportive housing in my District as recently as two months ago. We have a lot of 
work ahead, and I’m committed to getting it done. 
  
  
TRANSIT 
  
Do you pledge to implement Free Muni? If so, how and when? 
 
Yes. I was recently successful in leveraging potential Charter amendments to 
SFMTA to ensure no fare increases would be implemented in the years ahead. I’ve 
joined with Director Tumlin, Mayor Breed and my colleague on the Board of 
Supervisors Dean Preston to push for a new revenue stream in the years ahead to 
advance Free Muni for all San Franciscans. I will also prioritize overseeing the 
allocation of proceeds from the Prop D TNC Tax - the first new dedicated revenue 
stream for transit in San Francisco’s recent history - for public transit, pedestrian 
and bike safety projects, including (hopefully) Free Muni. 
  
  
POLICE & SAFETY 
  
Do you support the effort to defund police and recommit those resources to: 
1. Uplifting underserved communities with job training  
2. Providing security, health and wellness 
3. After-school programs 
...and how will you envision doing these? 
 
Yes, Yes, and Yes. 

I’m a co-sponsor of Supervisor Yee’s Charter Amendment to eliminate the largest 
barrier to all of these, which is the mandatory minimum SFPD staffing level in the 



City’s Charter. I have the honor of serving with truly stellar colleagues, including 
Supervisors Shamann Walton and Supervisor Fewer, whose work on criminal 
justice reform and defunding the police I am committed to supporting.  

 
  
Do you support firing police officers who beat and kill Black and Brown 
people? 
If yes, describe the plan and implementation process. 
 
There is no doubt that we need harsher punishments for violent police officers, 
however we as legislators face many obstacles when it comes to delivering justice. 
To that end the most important thing we must do is end qualified immunity. 
 
As a Supervisor my significant recent contribution to this fight has been my push 
to remove the meet and confer requirement from the process to amend the POA’s 
MOU, which is where all of the disciplinary measures reside. As I’ve told many 
advocates, the path to justice is long, though we should do everything we can to 
seize the current moment. 
  
 
  
Thank you for participating--Shirley Golub, PDA-CA Chair, SF Chapter 
 


