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SAN FRANCISCO NOV. 2020  
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NAME OF CANDIDATE:   Mark  Sanchez 

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS:      2762 ½ 22nd Street, SF, 94110 

  PHONE CONTACT:            415-940-3169  
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:             sanchez4schools@gmail.com 
 

Date of the Election :               November 3, 2020 
 

 

Campaign Manager: Jeremiah Jeffries  

Email: empower75@gmail.com 

 
 
 

PDA-CA is non-profit state political action committee formed in 2018 by grassroots progressives active 
in Progressive Democrats of America (PDA) in California. The primary objective of PDA-CA is to identify 
highly progressive Democratic Candidates within the  state for statewide offices including, but not limited 
to, Governor, State Assembly and State Senate, and for offices at the county and municipal levels. 
Candidates may be invited to apply for the Endorsement of PDA-CA. If that occurs, the candidate may 
enjoy grassroots help from the activists within PDA-CA to include walking precincts, phone banking and 
other activities, to assist that candidate to win election to the office  sought. 



We ask that the candidate observe the format of this questionnaire, and have it back to the requestor in 
PDF format by the time designated in the cover letter, in order to be eligible for endorsement. 

 
  
NOTICE: YOUR RESPONSES TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE WILL BE PUBLISHED ON THE PDA-CA W
EBSITE AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC VIEWING AND USE. 
 

1. How will you work to ensure underserved or impoverished children in SF have access to 
computers and wifi as well as quality education during COVID-19, whether learning from 
home or in school with social distancing? 
The District has distributed more than 30,000 devices and thousands of hot spots to students and 
families in need since the onset of the pandemic. Most were distributed to our most vulnerable 
communities. We have learned much since the first days of distance teaching/learning, and our 
educators have invested an incredible amount of time and energy to do a better job of providing 
instruction as we begin the year with no in-person instruction. As we approach a phased in, 
gradual return (hybrid), we will prioritize our most vulnerable students with the option of 
returning first so that we can mitigate as much as possible the loss of learning that is 
accumulating. 
 

2.  What is your position on police officers on school grounds and/or inside school 
buildings? Can you imagine student participation in the creation of new rules for the safety 
of all and can you see them playing a role in helping others follow them? 

As president of the Board of Education, I recently co-authored with Commissioners Collins and 
Lam the board’s resolution that effectively severed the district’s ties to the SFPD. The resolution 
gives direction to staff, centrally and at school sites, to move away from calling the police. Under no 
circumstances should ICE ever be called to schools. We will be putting in place very strict 
guidelines for staff about engaging with law enforcement only when it's unavoidable. It also puts the 
district on record regarding our commitment to alternative methods for de-escalation as well as a 
recommitment to our existing restorative practices policies. We are committed to keep all our 
students and families safe and that means no police in schools and give schools the tools, resources 
and training necessary to address students and families in crisis. Involving law enforcement is not 
safe for most of our children. We are committed to: Having better trained staff Adopting 
Community Schools Models at more schools to provide wrap around services for students and 
families Expanded wellness centers Assessment and screening of teachers and all staff who act in 
ways that are discriminatory toward students. The Board of Education is fortunate to include two 
student delegates to the Board. They and the Student Advisory Council are active participants in 
Board policy, and they will continue to be working on how to best move forward with the policy 
that we’ve adopted regarding police in schools.  

 

 



 
 
 
3. What will you do as a Board Member to help students who are homeless and hungry? 
We have a responsibility to our underhoused families to do all we can to address their needs and 
get them the necessary support. Follow up is essential and having someone there to hold a 
vulnerable family’s hand to navigate the various systems and institutions to get immediate 
support for their family is critical. To this end, I worked to create our Stay Over Program at 
Buena Vista Horace Mann that was authorized by myself and fellow Board of Education 
members by joint agreement with the city to serve as a shelter for families. The Stay Over 
Program provides essential service until we can get  those families housed. This program is the 
nation’s first to utilize a public school to provide shelter for families. 

This year I authored the Board of Education’s policy that led to the opening of Everett Middle 
School for camping as part of a citywide midterm solution for homelessness. The policy allows 
for other school sites to be identified, particularly if our schools remain closed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
 
4.  How can you see incorporating the principles of the Green New Deal into school 
learning and activities? 
A highlight of the District’s bond program over the past two decades has been the set aside of 
grant dollars to green our campuses--over this time span, we’ve been able to not only beautify 
our schools, but also imbed in that greening life learning labs for place based learning. Students 
are taught to garden, learn about ecosystems, plant and bug life, and much more. I’m committed 
to reviving a valuable program, Education Outside, which provided school sites with full time 
staff to ensure that all students received a rich outdoor learning experience that leads the young 
to become stewards of our environment. 
 

 

Thank you for participating--Shirley Golub, PDA-CA Chair, SF Chapter 


