
 
 A California Non-Profit PAC 

 
   PDA-CA CANDIDATE                                                                                        
  QUESTIONNAIRE for the  
SAN FRANCISCO NOV. 2020                      
   SUPERVISORIAL RACE 

Date of the Election: November 3, 2020 

 
NAME OF CANDIDATE:   _Stephen Martin-Pinto 

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS:      PO BOX 27474, San Francisco CA 94127-0474   

PHONE CONTACT:             _760-271-1877_____ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:             _stephen@stephenmartinpinto.com_ 

 

CAMPAIGN MANAGER:    __Leslie Huang______ 
 
PHONE:  __760-271-1877______        FAX:   ________________________ 

 
 

PDA-CA is a  non-profit state political action committee formed in 2018 by grassroots progressives, active in 
Progressive Democrats of America (PDA) in California. The primary objective of PDA-CA is to identify 
highly progressive Democratic Candidates within the state for statewide offices including, but not limited 
to: Governor, State Assembly, State Senate, and for offices at the county and municipal levels. 
Candidates may be invited to apply for the Endorsement of PDA-CA. If that occurs, the candidate may 
enjoy grassroots help from the activists within PDA-CA to include walking precincts, phone banking and 
other activities to assist the candidate in winning election to the office  sought. 

We ask that the candidate observe the format of this questionnaire and have it back to the requestor in 
PDF format by the time designated in the cover letter, in order to be eligible for endorsement. 

 
 
NOTICE: YOUR RESPONSES TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE WILL BE PUBLISHED ON THE PDA-CA 
WEBSITE AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC VIEWING AND USE. 

 



 
 
HOUSING 
 
The eviction moratorium is set to end August 31st.  Landlords will be able to begin 
evictions on November 1st. What is your plan and how will it be implemented on 
keeping tenants from being evicted and potentially becoming homeless?  
 
I propose to allow landlords to be able to negotiate an agreement with their tenants 
which they will be able to renew and revisit every 6 months. That is all. 
 
  
HOMELESSNESS 
 
1. What is your plan to stop homeless sweeps?   
First of all, they aren't sweeps. The DPW comes with SFPD and homeless outreach 
teams to find housing and assistance for homeless individuals. It is up to them 
whether they accept it or not. If that is what you call sweeps, then you are 
mistaken. I will continue this program. 
2. What is your plan for working with homelessness organizations to make 
sure all are housed and isolated during the COVID-19 pandemic?  
When we implemented hotel rooms for homeless individuals, it was a disaster. As 
a firefighter/EMT, I responded to several small fires started by homeless 
individuals. There was drug use in the rooms. There were individuals coming in 
from out of town looking for hotels. I saw and experienced this personally. We 
cannot house and care for the entire nation's homeless, yet that is what some people 
expect us to do. However, to answer your question, I would prioritize care for 
elderly and veterans and those who want help and will accept treatment for their 
substance abuse issues if they have it. 
3. What is your plan for gaining more permanent housing and how will it be 
implemented? 
First of all, the majority of the homeless on the street have some sort of mental 
and/or substance abuse issue. Housing alone is not going to solve the issue, it has 
to be some sort of conservatorship program where they must undergo drug 
treatment or mental health treatment. That absolutely must be the first step. If you 
don't address that you are wasting your time. 
 
  
TRANSIT 
 



Do you pledge to implement Free Muni? If so, how and when? 
It's already de facto free! You can sneak through the back door and nobody does 
anything if you don't pay! But no, I don't pledge. Revenue from fares help 
subsidize operating costs, which pays for maintenance, trains, and buses, and for 
mechanics, drivers, and other workers. Pay the fare, support a bus driver salary. 
Seems fair to pay the fare. 
  
  
POLICE & SAFETY 
 
Do you support the effort to defund police and recommit those resources to: 
No, I don't support defunding the police. Not at all. 
 
1. Uplifting underserved communities with job training 
They can join a trade union and get paid to work and learn. I did, it worked great 
for me. You can make over $100k per year within 5 years. There's a program 
called City Build which puts city residents into trade unions. I worked for 
Ironworkers Local 378 and Pile Drivers Local 34. I became a certified welder. I 
didn't pay anything except for some very inexpensive union dues. I will promote 
that. 
2. Providing security, health and wellness 
This question is too vague. I'm really not sure how I will provide security, health, 
or wellness. Please be more specific. 
3. After-school programs 
I believe Gavin Newsom had a midnight basketball league. Do we still have that? 
I'll bring that back if we don't. 
 
Do you support firing police officers who beat and kill Black and Brown 
people? 
     I don’t support anyone who beat and kills anyone, regardless of who they are. If 
someone beat and kills another person unjustifiably, I will seek that this person be 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. Unfortunately, our current district 
attorney is not into doing that. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for participating--Shirley Golub, PDA-CA Chair, SF Chapter 


