
 

 A California Non-Profit PAC 

 
   PDA-CA CANDIDATE  
  QUESTIONNAIRE for the  
SAN FRANCISCO NOV. 2020  
   SUPERVISORIAL RACE 

Date of the Election: November 3, 2020 
 

NAME OF CANDIDATE:   Danny Sauter 

CAMPAIGN ADDRESS: _____________________________________________ 

PHONE CONTACT:             (415) 562-6441 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:            danny@dannyd3.com 

 

CAMPAIGN MANAGER:   Alea Chedekel 
 
PHONE:  alea@dannyd3.com       FAX:   ________________________ 

 
 

PDA-CA is a  non-profit state political action committee formed in 2018 by grassroots progressives, 
active in Progressive Democrats of America (PDA) in California. The primary objective of PDA-CA is to 
identify highly progressive Democratic Candidates within the state for statewide offices including, but not 
limited to: Governor, State Assembly, State Senate, and for offices at the county and municipal levels. 
Candidates may be invited to apply for the Endorsement of PDA-CA. If that occurs, the candidate may 
enjoy grassroots help from the activists within PDA-CA to include walking precincts, phone banking and 
other activities to assist the candidate in winning election to the office  sought. 

We ask that the candidate observe the format of this questionnaire and have it back to the requestor in 
PDF format by the time designated in the cover letter, in order to be eligible for endorsement. 

 
 
NOTICE: YOUR RESPONSES TO THIS QUESTIONNAIRE WILL BE PUBLISHED ON THE PDA-CA 
WEBSITE AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC VIEWING AND USE. 



 
 
 
HOUSING 
 
The eviction moratorium is set to end August 31st.  Landlords will be able to begin 
evictions on November 1st. What is your plan and how will it be implemented on 
keeping tenants from being evicted and potentially becoming homeless?  
 
I’m terrified for my neighbors and the impact the eviction moratorium 
expiring will have on our community.  If we do not do more now, we risk 
pushing millions out across California and doing irreparable harm to the 
character of our neighborhoods.  
 
I supported David Chiu’s AB1436 and am disappointed that the finalized bill 
was watered down and will not do more to protect renters, homeowners, and 
small property owners. 
 
Locally, we need to extend the moratorium until the pandemic is over and 
ensure that payment is not due until a period well after the pandemic. We also 
must make sure that late payments are not weighed against tenants, this does 
not impact credit scores, and that deposits cannot be garnered against tenants.  
 
We also need to respond to the warning signs of this crisis and do more in the 
mid and long-term to protect tenants. This includes, but is not limited, to the 
following… 
 
● Establish a rental registry - This will bring transparency to the rental 

market, including vital information on safety violations, eviction 
histories, and vacancy rates. We need to follow the lead of Seattle, Santa 
Cruz, and so many other cities that already have this and have seen 
improvements in rental protections as a result. 

 
● Fund new neighborhood tenant clinics - Existing clinics have seen 

surges of up to 200% in service level. We need more funding so that 
everyone has access to timely services and assistance in these difficult 
times. 

 
● Build more affordable housing - Housing alone is not enough, but 

there’s no way forward without it. In District 3, we’ve only completed 6 



units of new affordable housing since 2015. We need to do more, 
especially housing for formerly homeless, veterans, and families.  

  
HOMELESSNESS 
 
1. What is your plan to stop homeless sweeps?  
Homeless sweeps are not humane, and they are not effective. Instead of 
surprise sweeps that uproot individuals and trash their belongings, I’ll work 
for coordinated service outreach to move folks off the streets in a way that is 
actually sustainable and lasting.  
 
 
2. What is your plan for working with homelessness organizations to make sure all 
are housed and isolated during the COVID-19 pandemic?  
I support the short-term efforts to open underutilized spaces like hotels as 
safer settings than large shelters. I think we should be more expansive with 
our use of short-term shelters for vulnerable individuals in this moment, too, 
and expand it to include SRO families in crowded settings and those 
experiencing domestic abuse. 
 
 
3. What is your plan for gaining more permanent housing and how will it be 
implemented? 
We need to make sure we pursue more shelter and space so that we make 
progress on the terrible reality that we have a 1,000+ person shelter list each 
night. This means acquiring properties through the state’s Project RoomKey, 
opening new Navigation Centers, and establishing new neighborhood 
homeless clinics. 
 
This also means working to end exclusionary zoning rules that keep 
apartments and family housing out of some 70% on San Francisco. We can 
start by offering density bonus programs around transit hubs in our city. 
 
  
TRANSIT 
 
Do you pledge to implement Free Muni? If so, how and when? 
I believe we need to move towards free transit. I do not see a path to achieve 
this in the next year or two though, so I would commit to working towards this 
initially through funding free transit in the most critical scenarios - for 



example, free transit on Spare the Air Days, and expanded free MUNI for 
youth and seniors.  
  
  
POLICE & SAFETY 
 
Do you support the effort to defund police and recommit those resources to: 
1. Uplifting underserved communities with job training  
2. Providing security, health and wellness 
3. After-school programs 
...and how will you envision doing these? 
 
I support shifting funds from police departments into community investments 
and alternative approaches that keep our communities safer and stronger in a 
more holistic manner. Mayor Breed’s call to shift $120m is a good start.  
 
In this moment, we are demanding budget justice. This begins by looking 
critically at when a police response is actually needed or effective. Too often 
right now, a police response is not effective and in many cases, can escalate a 
situation into a dangerous one. We should begin with our response to 
homelessness and ensure that we send social workers and mental health 
professionals to engage with individuals in any nonviolent situation.  
 
Do you support firing police officers who beat and kill Black and Brown people? 
     If yes, describe the plan and implementation process. 
Yes. These individuals have no place in our community, especially in such a 
powerful role. We need better state and nationwide tracking of past incidents 
so that we have transparency when making hires. We also need to end 
qualified immunity so that our police truly have accountability.  
 
 
 
Thank you for participating--Shirley Golub, PDA-CA Chair, SF Chapter 


